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MIA oversaw the visit of guests form
Corowa Shire, Australia from October 1st to
10th. The visitors comprised of three adult

leaders (Deputy Mayor Mr.Paul Miegel,
Mrs.Gail Law and Mrs. Kathryn Doering) and
10 students (Alanna, Brianna, Bronte, Catlin,
Georgia, Grace, Jack, Joshua Liam, Wil).

They experienced 10 day homestay with
MIA volunteers. Also they visited several
places such as schools, some factories, some
historical spots in Kyoto and modern
facilities in Kobe. Everyone seemed very
happy mingling with local people at
welcome ceremony or farewell party and
ceremony.

"l want to stay more.""l want to learn
more about Japan." They said a fond
farewell to Miki people. Having a big
cooperation, everyone who were involved in
this sister city program was satisfied with
outcome. | truly appreciate your kindness.
Thank you very much.
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SARIME& Bronte Munro(FBO>F <0)

Six months ago, around thirty students from Corowa high
school applied for a ten day trip to Miki city. Ten lucky
students were selected, myself being one of that lucky few. |
say lucky because this trip was an outrageously amazing
experience, and gave me friends and memories that | will
cherish for the rest of my life. It gave me a brief but beautiful
knowledge of the Japanese culture, and opened our eyes to
the style of living in the far East.

While in Japan, we visited many attractions and did lots of
sightseeing, some of the major attractions being the world's
longest suspension bridge and the golden temple. We visited
things such as hardware factories which we discovered are an
essential part of Miki, and visited schools, and got to attend a
traditional Japanese tea ceremony.

Before we left, | think everyone's attitudes towards this trip
were mixed, some feelings of anxiety and fear, these attitudes
were gone by the time we touched down. We were all unsure
as to the nature of the people, whether they were rude or
kind. We soon found out that the Japanese people are some
of the kindest people in the world, and did anything to
accommodate us with the best hospitality. If something wasn't
right, our hosts would go out of their way to fix it, and treated
us like family. On my last night, my host brother Kentaro
stayed up late, scrapbooking photos he had taken, and put
them into a little album, to give to me upon departure as a
gift. | will keep the book forever.

We thank everyone who made this trip possible, the hosts,
our chaperones, the directors of MIA. One day we will surely
come back. Thank you.

Thank you very much, Arigato gozaimashita!
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My highlights of the trip were visiting all the different
schools and being able to see the differences between
Corowa High School and the schools of Miki city also making
friends with the students. Another highlight was the day we
spent in Kyoto at the golden temple and the movie studio
with our host families. | was surprised to see how small some
of the cars are in Japan.

Another highlight was spending time with my host family
and getting to know them and their culture. There are many
cultural differences between Australia and Japan the biggest
one being language which was a barrier when trying to have
conversations with different Japanese people. At the
entrances (called a genkan) of houses | was taught to remove
my shoes and place special slippers on and before each meal
everyone at the dinner table says "Itadakimasu" and after
everyone says "gochiso sama deshita" both of these things
aren't done in Australia and it was interesting to learn. While
in japan we did many traditional culture activities, we learnt
how to do calligraphy, had a tea ceremony and we all even
had the chance to wear Yukatas. Our schedules were very
busy and we had the chance to do so many great activities
and see great attractions.

The Noda family who made my trip possible by being my
host family made me feel so welcome and | have many great
memories with them that | will treasure forever. Whilst in
Japan | celebrated my 16th birthday and my host family gave
me cards, gifts and a wonderful dinner. | can't think of a
greater way to spend a birthday than in Japan surrounded by
amazing people.

| speak for everyone when | say how grateful we are to
have this experience and we would like to thank, the hosts,
our chaperones, the directors of MIA and everyone that we
met on our stay for making this a once in a lifetime
experience.

Thank you very much, Arigato gozaimashita!
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