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B at their home, we were so surprised at the traditional
house. We were not able to express our feeling on how
| lucky and bless we were.
¢ First dinner with Masaki and his parents was
o : : " extraordinary. They welcomed us like their own children.
After that, our host-mom took us to the hot-spring and met so many people naked and took a bath in the
same pool. That was something new for me and also for Danial. The next day, Masaki took us to the
festival and we had a really great time with the others.

This opportunity is a good for us to share culture and gaining the cross cultural understanding. Quite
frankly, it broke my perspective on Japanese people that some of my friends said Japanese people are
cold, but since that day | declare to against the argument. Japanese people are so warm and helpful. They
always wanted to know anything about us. We share a lot of stories and experiences. | know it was just for
a night, but the memories stay forever.
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The two-day homestay in Miki was one of my most memorable and greatest experiences. The
homestay brought me opportunities to learn more about Japanese culture through interacting with local
people. During the homestay, my friend and [ along with my host family visited a lot of places in Kobe city
and Osaka. | felt so happy and lucky to find out that | and Kira ~the daughter of the host family had
common hobby and interest in manga and anime. A quick snack with Takoyaki and Taiyaki during a cool
afternoon boosted up our energy for the next walking.

In the day after, we went to the Momofuku Ando Instant Ramen Museum in Osaka. At the museum, we
had a chance to decorate our noodles cup and observe the process of making and packaging a cup of
noodle. | love how the museum provides an environment encouraging the creativity and curiosity of the
visitors. The way the museum arranges their items and information makes the visitors want to learn more,
and want to come back.

| would love to express my thankfulness to my host family for their hospitability and warm welcome, as
well as to the University and other organizers for offering me such an opportunity.
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