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Just days before coming to Japan, Eric and | went to Riverside, California, not far
from Visalia. | hiked up Mt. Rubidoux, a small mountain near the city center. Close
to the top is a Peace Tower. On the bridge of the tower is a bronze plaque. The
words on the plaque helped prepare me for some of the lessons | would learn in
Japan.

The plague reads: "During the Equestrian Games of the 10th Olympiad, Lt. Col.
Shunzo Kido turned aside from the prize to save his horse. He heard the low voice !
of mercy, not the loud acclaim of glory."

You have been our teachers of the noble characteristic of mercy and other traits
like it: honor, patience, respect, endurance, humility and kindness. Thank you for
being such fine examples. We have learned much from you all about the heart of Japan.
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