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BE®ChEO-EBECTHAZEC
Warren Gulber Visalia City Council Member

My family was fortunate to be one of the host families,we hosted Ami
Maruki,a 16 year old high school student. She proved to be a perfect
match for our two teenage daughters. One evening, Ami, my wife and A
daughter swam in our pool, and did lap races. Another night we went to §
watch the Visalia Rawhide baseball team play. She was impressed by how
large all the businesses here are.

The week wrapped up Friday night with an all-American barbeque in
the Gubler backyard. All ten of the Japanese visitors, along with all the host families, the mayor,
the vice-mayor, and other city representatives were in attendance, a total of approximately 60
people. One of the guests, Mr. Tanaka, performed a karate demonstration for us.Then each of the
Miki City guests took a turn expressing in good English their appreciation to the city of Visalia
and the host families for a wonderful week.

Having lived for two years in Japan and Okinawa as a young man, I am interested in all things
Japanese. At one time I was fluent in Japanese, although I do not get much practice using it in
California. I was amazed at how much of the language came back to me so that I was able to
communicate with Ami and help her with her English in return. She left my wife and [ a note
thanking us for an unforgettable experience. She indicated that my Japanese helped her in
understanding what was going on but that she would buckle down and study hard in Japan so
that the next time she visits, she will be able to fluently communicate in our language.
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